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Kim, Sunday Morning, The Cloisters, (variant) c. 1947
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 Untitled (Windshield) 1950 s

SAUL LeiTer

Painter and photographer, born in 1923 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He left the 

Theological College in Cleveland in 1946 and moved to new York where he met 

the abstract expressionist richard Poussette-Dart. in 1947 he visited the Henri 

Cartier-Bresson exhibition at the Museum of Modern art in new York. in roughly  

1948 he started with artistic colour photography and became its pioneer. He 

worked with three different cameras (argosy C3, auto Graflex Junior, early  

rolleiflex). in the 1950 s and 1960 s he earned a living with fashion photography 

and opened his studio in east Tenth Street in 1952. The first black and white  

photographs were published in » life Magazine «. in 1953 he took part in the  

exhibition » always the Young Strangers  « , curated by edward Steichen, which 

was shown in the Museum of Modern art and in Contemporary Photography in 

Tokyo. From 1958 to 1967 Saul leiter worked for » Harper’s Bazaar «. in 1992 and 

1993 Howard Greenberg exhibited black and white photographs by Saul leiter 

in his new York gallery, exhibitions of early colour photographs followed in 1997 

and 2005. in 2012 the Deichtorhallen Hamburg dedicated Saul leiter his first  

retrospective worldwide. leiter lived with new York artist Soames Bantry until 

her death in 2002. Saul leiter lives and works in new York.
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